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§§691.9-691.10

(1) Applies toward a student’s degree
or is remedial work taken by the stu-
dent to help in his or her eligible pro-
gram;

(2) Is completed within the period of
time required for regular coursework;
and

(3) Does not exceed the amount of a
student’s regular coursework for the
payment period for which the student’s
enrollment status is being calculated.

(c) A student taking correspondence
courses is considered a full-time stu-
dent if—

(1) The student is taking coursework
that is commensurate with the institu-
tion’s standard for full-time students;
and

(2) The student’s noncorrespondence
coursework constitutes at least one-
half of the institution’s required min-
imum coursework for full-time stu-
dents.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-1)
§§691.9-691.10 [Reserved]

§691.11 Payments from more than one
institution.

A student is not entitled to receive
grant payments under this part concur-
rently from more than one institution.
A student may only receive an ACG or
a National SMART Grant at the same
institution from which the student re-
ceives his or her Federal Pell Grant
award.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-1)

Subpart B—Application
Procedures

§691.12 Application.

(a) As the first step to receiving a
grant under this part, a student shall
apply on an approved application form
to the Secretary to have his or her ex-
pected family contribution calculated
and to determine the student’s Federal
Pell Grant eligibility. A copy of this
form is not acceptable.

(b)(1) The student shall provide any
information requested by the Secretary
in addition to the information nec-
essary to establish eligibility for a
Federal Pell Grant.

(2) The additional information may
include, but is not limited to, informa-
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tion about the rigorous secondary
school program of study completed by
a student applying for an ACG.

(c) The student shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary by—

(1) Providing the application form,
signed by all appropriate family mem-
bers, to the institution which the stu-
dent attends or plans to attend so that
the institution can transmit the appli-
cation information to the Secretary
electronically; or

(2) Sending an approved application
form to the Secretary.

(d) The student shall provide the ad-
dress of his or her residence unless the
student is incarcerated and the edu-
cational institution has made special
arrangements with the Secretary to re-
ceive relevant correspondence on be-
half of the student. If such an arrange-
ment is made, the student shall provide
the address indicated by the institu-
tion.

(e) For each award year, the Sec-
retary, through publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, establishes deadline
dates for submitting this application
and additional information and for
making corrections to the information
provided.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-1)
§§691.13-691.14 [Reserved]

§691.15 Eligibility to receive a grant.

(a) General. A student who meets the
requirements of 34 CFR part 668, Sub-
part C, is eligible to receive an ACG or
a National SMART Grant if the stu-
dent—

(1) Is a U.S. citizen;

(2) Is receiving a Federal Pell Grant
disbursement in the same award year;
and

(3) Is enrolled full-time.

(b) ACG Program. (1) A student is eli-
gible to receive an ACG if the student—

(i) Meets the eligibility requirements
in paragraph (a) of this section;

(ii) For the first academic year of his
or her eligible program—

(A) Has successfully completed, after
January 1, 2006, a rigorous secondary
school program of study recognized by
the Secretary under §691.16; and

(B) Has not previously been enrolled
as a regular student in an eligible pro-
gram while enrolled in high school;
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(iii) For the second academic year of
his or her eligible program—

(A) Has successfully completed, after
January 1, 2005, a rigorous secondary
school program of study recognized by
the Secretary under §691.16; and

(B) Has successfully completed the
first academic year of his or her eligi-
ble program; and

(C) For the first academic year of his
or her eligible program, obtained a
grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or
higher on a 4.0 scale, or the equivalent,
consistent with other institutional
measures for academic and title IV,
HEA program purposes.

(2)(1) An institution must document a
student’s completion of a rigorous sec-
ondary school program of study under
paragraphs (b)(1)({i)(A) and (b)(1)(iii)(A)
of this section using—

(A) Documentation provided directly
to the institution by the cognizant au-
thority; or

(B) Documentation from the cog-
nizant authority provided by the stu-
dent.

(ii) If an institution has reason to be-
lieve that the documentation provided
by the student under paragraph
(b)(2)(A)(B) of this section is inaccurate
or incomplete, the institution shall
confirm the student’s completion of a
rigorous secondary school program of
study by using documentation provided
directly to the institution by the cog-
nizant authority.

(3) For purposes of paragraph (b)(2) of
this section—

(i) A cognizant authority includes,
but is not limited to—

(A) An LEA;

(B) An SEA or other State agency;

(C) A public or private high school; or

(D) A testing organization such as
the College Board or State agency; or

(ii) For a home-schooled student, the
student’s parent or guardian is the cog-
nizant authority for purposes of pro-
viding the documentation required
under paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this sec-
tion, of a rigorous secondary school
program under §691.16(d)(2), including a
transcript or the equivalent or a de-
tailed course description listing the
secondary school courses completed by
the student.

(4) For a student who transfers from
an eligible program at one institution

§691.15

to an eligible program at another insti-
tution, the institution to which the
student transfers may rely upon the
prior institution’s determination that
the student completed a rigorous sec-
ondary school program of study in ac-
cordance with paragraphs (b)(1)(ii)(A)
and (b)(1)(iii)(A) of this section based
on documentation that the prior insti-
tution may provide, or based on docu-
mentation of the receipt of an ACG dis-
bursement at the prior institution.

(c) National SMART Grant Program. A
student is eligible to receive a National
SMART Grant for the third or fourth
academic year of his or her eligible
program if the student—

(1) Meets the eligibility requirements
in paragraph (a) of this section;

(2)(1)(A) In accordance with the insti-
tution’s academic requirements, for-
mally declares an eligible major; or

(B) If the institution’s academic re-
quirements do not allow a student to
declare an eligible major in time to
qualify for a National SMART Grant
on that basis—

(I) Demonstrates his or her intention
to declare an eligible major as docu-
mented by the institution; and

(2) Formally declares an eligible
major as soon as allowed under the in-
stitution’s academic requirements; and

(ii) Enrolls in the courses necessary
both to complete the degree program
and to fulfill the requirements of the
intended eligible major;

(3) Has a cumulative GPA through
the most recently completed payment
period of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale, or
the equivalent, consistent with other
institutional measures for academic
and title IV, HEA program purposes, in
the student’s eligible program;

(4) For the third academic year, has
successfully completed the second aca-
demic year of his or her eligible pro-
gram; and

(5) For the fourth academic year, has
successfully completed the third aca-
demic year of his or her eligible pro-
gram.

(d) Transfer student’s grade point aver-
age. Under the ACG and National
SMART Grant programs, if a student
transfers from another institution, the
institution to which the student trans-
fers—
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(1) Must calculate the student’s GPA
for the student’s first payment period
of enrollment using the grades earned
by the student in the coursework from
any prior institution that it accepts to-
wards the student’s eligible program;
or

(2) If the institution accepts no cred-
its towards the student’s eligible pro-
gram, must consider the student to be
ineligible until the student completes
at least one payment period in an eligi-
ble program with a qualifying GPA.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-1)

[71 FR 38004, July 3, 2006, as amended at 71
FR 64419, Nov. 1, 2006]

§691.16 Recognition of a rigorous sec-
ondary school program of study.

(a) For an award year, the Secretary
recognizes in each State at least one
rigorous secondary school program of
study as established by an SEA or, if
legally authorized by the State to es-
tablish a separate secondary school
program of study, an LEA.

(b) For each award year, the Sec-
retary establishes a deadline for SEAs
and LEAs to submit information about
the secondary school program or pro-
grams that the SEA or LEA identifies
as a rigorous secondary school program
of study, and, in the case of an LEA,
documentation that the LEA is legally
authorized by the State to establish a
separate secondary school program of
study.

(¢) In identifying a rigorous sec-
ondary school program of study, the
SEA, or the LEA if applicable, must
consider separate identifiable sec-
ondary programs that—

(1) Are offered by secondary schools
in the State, including public, charter,
private, tribal, and home schools;

(2) Are considered by the SEA, or by
the LEA if applicable, to prepare a stu-
dent to pursue postsecondary edu-
cation successfully; and

(3) Are not General Education Devel-
opment (GED) Certificate programs.

(d) In addition to those programs
identified by States or LEAs and recog-
nized by the Secretary as rigorous
under paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary recognizes the fol-
lowing secondary school programs of
study as rigorous:
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(1) Advanced or honors secondary
school programs established by States
and in existence for the 2004-2005 or
2005-2006 school year, as identified by
the Secretary.

(2) Any secondary school program in
which a student completes at a min-
imum the following courses:

(i) Four years of English.

(ii) Three years of mathematics, in-
cluding algebra I and a higher-level
class such as algebra II, geometry, or
data analysis and statistics.

(iii) Three years of science, including
one year each of at least two of the fol-
lowing courses: biology, chemistry, and
physics.

(iv) Three years of social studies.

(v) One year of a language other than
English.

(3) A secondary school program iden-
tified by a State—level partnership
that is recognized by the State Schol-
ars Initiative of the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education
(WICHE), Boulder, Colorado.

(4) Any secondary school program for
a student who completes at least two
courses from an International Bacca-
laureate Diploma Program sponsored
by the International Baccalaureate Or-
ganization, Geneva, Switzerland, and
receives a score of ““4” or higher on the
examinations for at least two of those
courses.

(5) Any secondary school program for
a student who completes at least two
Advanced Placement courses and re-
ceives a score of ‘“3” or higher on the
College Board’s Advanced Placement
Program Exams for at least two of
those courses.

(e) For each award year, the Sec-
retary publishes a list of rigorous sec-
ondary school programs of study that
the Secretary recognizes.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-1)

[71 FR 38004, July 3, 2006, as amended at 71
FR 64419, Nov. 1, 2006]

§691.17 Determination of eligible ma-
jors.

(a) Eligible major. For each award
year, the Secretary identifies the eligi-
ble majors in the physical, life, or com-
puter sciences, mathematics, tech-
nology, engineering, or, as determined
under paragraph (b) of this section,
critical foreign languages.
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